82                        ARABIA INFELIX
modern commercial enterprise has armed the remotest tribesmen with modern weapons. She clamours against the Turks, and fails to* realize that Turkish troops are her sole safeguard ; for the Imam, without Ottoman support, would be a broken reed in the day of tribal trouble.
Her population is unwarlike, yet rancorous ; always ripe for sedition, yet shrinking from its bloody issue.
There the city stands in her isolation and arrogance like a fat heifer among wolves, keenly watched from afar by warlike Sunni tribes amid their barren hills, prepared to risk much for the loot of her, while regarding her ancient splendour as but a vain snare, and her Zeidi inhabitants as no better than infidels.